
The Sudden Oak Death (SOD) Program provides for the detection, eradication, trace forward/trace 
back investigation, quarantine enforcement, administrative support, and training for the identification 
of Pyhtophthora ramorum, the fungus that causes SOD. Inspections are conducted at commercial 
nurseries, with early detection as the primary defense against the spread. There is no associated 
County cost.

SUBJECT

February 15, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT #10-0622 WITH THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE SUDDEN OAK DEATH STATEWIDE EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Agricultural Commissioner/Director of Weights and Measures 
(Commissioner) to sign the attached agreement #10-0622 in the amount of $190,513 with the 
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) to continue the Sudden Oak Death (SOD) 
Control Program which provides for the detection, eradication, trace forward/trace back investigation, 
quarantine enforcement, administrative support, and training for the identification of Pyhtophthora 
ramorum; the fungus that causes SOD.

2. Authorize the Commissioner to amend the agreement in an amount not to exceed 15 percent of 
the original contract, subject to review and approval by County Counsel and the Chief Executive 
Office and notification to the Board offices.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Your Board has approved similar agreements with the CDFA since 2004.  Approval of the 
recommended actions will enable the Department of Agricultural Commissioner/Weights and 
Measures (ACWM) to continue the SOD Control Program to prevent the spread of SOD within and 
from Los Angeles County (County).  The SOD Control Program, which calls for the inspection of 
nursery stock destined for interstate shipment, significantly affects plant growing nurseries; the 
County’s number one agricultural industry.

Without inspection and certification, nursery growers would be prohibited from shipping SOD host 
material interstate from California, resulting in a substantial financial loss to the County’s plant 
producing nurseries.

ACWM has consulted and worked collaboratively with all the shipping nurseries to assist in 
controlling the spread of this disease.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This agreement supports the Countywide Strategic Plan Goal 1: Operational Effectiveness.  The 
SOD Control Program significantly enhances ACWM’s ability to certify nursery plants shipped from 
the County.  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) requires inspection of commercial 
nurseries moving plants interstate from California.  Our timely response to shipping requests benefits 
the County’s agricultural industry.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Under this agreement, CDFA will provide funding in the amount of $190,513 for work performed by 
ACWM from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.  As the ACWM will use existing staff to perform the 
inspection work, which will be performed to the level of funding provided by the current agreement, 
the program will allow for full cost recovery and has no effect on net County cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The agreement is for the period of July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.

Pursuant to the Plant Protection Act, the USDA issued a quarantine on April 9, 2004, to prevent the 
spread of SOD to non-infested areas of the United States.  Nurseries may not ship regulated host 
plants interstate to uninfested areas until they have been inspected and it is determined there is no 
evidence of SOD infestation.

This agreement has been reviewed by County Counsel and is approved as to form.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended Board action will support the program services for the entire 2010-2011 fiscal 
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year.

Respectfully submitted,

KURT E. FLOREN

Agricultural Commissioner, Director of Weights and 
Measures

KEF:RKI:PD:sl

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer
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